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In her article “Genealogy in the Information Age” NGS Quarterly, 
Volume 91. No. 4, December 2003, author Elizabeth Shown Mills 
describes the three types of genealogist: 

The “Family Tree Climber” or non-professional genealogist
This is a person who has incomplete knowledge of the techniques 
and values of genealogical traditions.  

The “Traditional Genealogist”
This is the professional researcher that adheres to the tried and 
true practices of traditional genealogy, recording the vital statistics 
data with no supplementary family information.

The “Generational Historian” 
In this group we see the professional who, expanding on the work of 
a Traditional Genealogist, incorporates the additional information 
that defines a family historian. 

Each one of these groups would require a computer program best suited for his or her style of research, and there are 
certainly enough programs on the market to provide each group with a wealth of options.  

In today’s lesson you will be introduced to the types of programs available and the features they offer. When you have 
completed this lesson you will be able to make an informed decision on what type of program would be best suited to 
aid you in your continuing research. While making your decision, take into account both your immediate and future 
needs so you do not have to purchase more software down the line. 

Please note that it is not the purpose of this lesson to review the multitude of programs available. There are far too 
many to list and it is only you who can decide what will work best for your unique needs.

The Function of Genealogy Software
Genealogy software is designed to record, organize and publish the data you collect on your ancestors’ individual births, 
marriages and deaths as well as the relationships that existed between them. The benefit of using a software program is 
it allows you to easily change your data. The technology for genealogy software has been available since the early 1980s 
and has been the impetus for change in genealogy research. It has greatly affected the methods used today in terms of re-
search and information sharing.  The immense variety of programs now available has kept up to date with these changes. 

Benefits
The main advantage to genealogy programs is that they are great time and energy savers that will help you cut down on 
the work of duplicating data and organizing your family units. When using a good genealogy program, you should only 
have to enter the information once, in contrast to the old paper method where you would have to record duplicates of 
information onto several family group sheets.
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The benefit of using a software program is it allows you to easily change your data. 


