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Welcome to lesson four. In this lesson you will find out about 
the Pedigree Chart and how, when and why we use it.  You 
will be introduced to the sundry types and formats of pedi-

gree charts and finally you will complete a pedigree chart for your 
own use.  

What does Pedigree mean? 
So what exactly is a pedigree? The word pedigree itself originates 
from France as many of the earliest genealogists were French. The 
French “pied de grue” which translates as “foot of the crane” is a 
reference to how the pedigree chart resembles a crane’s footprint. 
The word pedigree as we use it today is the genealogical terminology 
for direct ancestry.

What is a Pedigree Chart? 
Pedigree Charts, also called Ancestor Charts or Lineage Charts, show a graphic display of the family line from which 
you directly descend. They often use boxes and lines to keep relationships between individuals clear.

Pedigree charts can hold from 4 to 15 generations and are an excellent “at a glance” reference to use during your 
research. The four generation chart and six generation charts are the easiest ones to apply on a daily basis. One of the 
first things you will observe about a pedigree chart is that there is no room on them for siblings, previous marriages, 
or other family connections; this information is shown on your Family Group Sheets. The next thing that should be 
noted about a pedigree chart is that it provides no section to document your citations. A solution to this is to attach a 
separate sheet with source citations or file it with your family group sheets, which should contain any needed citations. 

It is important at this point to understand that pedigree charts are meant to be used as research aids; you should think 
about them as visual comments or notes for continuing research. A pedigree chart is never the end goal of your ances-
try search, nor should it be thought of as proof of your ancestry.

Pedigree charts come in a variety of styles and formats. There is no correct or incorrect form, so use the one that 
works best for you. It is common for genealogists to use more than one style of pedigree chart for different presen-
tation purposes. Some pedigree charts are visually stunning and fabulous for framing. They can make breathtaking 
keepsake gifts. 
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Pedigree charts come in a variety of styles and 
formats. There is no correct or incorrect form, so 

use the one that works best for you. 


